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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . In view of the appeal brief filed on 05/22/09, PROSECUTION IS HEREBY 
REOPENED, as set forth below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the following 
two options: 

(1) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply under 37 
CFR 1.113 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) request reinstatement of the appeal. 

If reinstatement of the appeal is requested, such request must be accompanied by a 
supplemental appeal brief, but no new amendments, affidavits (37 CFR 1.130, 1.131 or 1.132) or 
other evidence are permitted. See 37 CFR 1.193(b)(2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1,5-15,17-20,22,23,25-28,33,34,36-43 and 50-60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Ogino et al (USPN 6791513) in view of McLaughlin (USPN 
6989800). 

Regarding claims 1,11,15, 20, 25-28 33-34, 38, 43, 50-52 and 58-59, Ogino et al 
(USPN 6791513) teaches a display comprising (Fig. 1 (100), display apparatus ): a plurality of 
display modules to form the display (Fig. 1 (101) display units 101), each display module 
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comprising: at least one user-viewable display element (102) disposed in the display module, 
each of a plurality of pixels of the display corresponding to at least one of the display elements 
(col. 5, lines 52-58, assuming that one display unit 101 has 256 units of display element 102 
as shown in FIG. 4A, any image can be displayed on a screen with 256 dots (pixels) in one 
display unit 101); at least one connector (106) disposed in the display module to at least one of 
receive power from and provide power to a first adjacent display module; and, at least one 
receptor (106) disposed in the display module and receptive to a connector of a second adjacent 
display module (Fig. 1(101, 200), Fig. 2 (106), col. 4, lines 49-55, as shown in Fig. 2, four 
units of power transmitting section 106 are arranged, when a plurality of display units 101 
are connected to each other, at the central positions of the upper side, lower side, left side, and 
right side of the display unit 101 respectively, so that the power transmitting sections 106 of 
any display units 101 adjacent to each other are electrically connected to each other, note that 
when a power transmitting section 106 of any one of the display units 101 is connected to the 
external power supply unit 200 (Refer to FIG. 1), power is supplied to any other display units 
101 through the display unit 101 connected to the external power supply unit 200). 

While Ogino teaches a plurality of display units 101 which are connected to each other 
as shown in Fig. 1, 

Ogino does not specifically teach that the display units are interlockable. 

Mclauphlin on the other had teaches as shown in Fig. 9 two view of two display 
assemblies 1 1, the left hand assembly in the process of being rotated about its vertical axis into a 
locked position, and illustrates FIG. 10, which is a view as in FIG. 9 (after the left hand display 
assembly has been rotated into a fully locked position, and after the locking screw in the right 
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hand display assembly has been secured into a threaded hole in the top plate flange of the left 
hand display assembly). 

Hence, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine Ogino's connection of display units 101 shown in Fig. 1 with 
McLaughlin's locking mechanism of display assemblies as demonstrated in Fig. 9-10, the use 
of which helps an individual display panel to be removed or replaced without disturbing the 
mounting or alignment of adjacent display panels as taught by McLaughlin. 

Regarding claims 5-7, 17, 22-23, 36, 39-42, 53-57 and 60, Ogino teaches display 
information is communicated to each of the plurality of display modules, each display module 
determining which of the display information the at least one display element of the display 
module is to display (Fig. 1 (300), col. 4, lines 11-19, col. 9, lines 18-34, Fig. 2 (103), col. 4, 
lines 20-35). 

Regarding claims 8-10 and 18-19, Ogino teaches each display module is solar powered 
(col. 4, lines 9-11, variation of power supply is well known). 

Regarding claims 12-14 and 37, Ogino teaches each display module is rectangular in 
shape (Fig. 1 (101), fig. 12 (101), variation is obvious design choice). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 2-4, 16, 21, 24, 29-32, 35 and 44-49 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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5 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ABBAS I. ABDULSELAM whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7685. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 
9:00A.M. to 5:30 P.M. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Amare Mengistu, can be reached on 571-272-7674. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Abbas I Abdulselam/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2629 

August 29, 2009 



